Understanding Your Birth Right
(Your BLESSINGS that you have a RIGHT TO)

December 2009
OBJECTIVE:  To gain a true understanding of the VALUE of our SALVATION (salvation being all inclusive of our entrance to God’s Heavenly kingdom as well as our healing and prosperous living here on earth).
OPENER:  The Donut Game
Purpose:  Use the game as an ice breaker but also as a visual.  A traditional donut has a hole in the middle, a space with nothing in it.  Though it looks good and taste good, it has no INNER SUBSTANCE.  Many people (even in the church) look good on the outside, look like they got it all together, but have no INNER FILLING—that filling meaning CHARACTER that reflects a godly lifestyle. 

Next point out the Apple Filled Donut.  Not only does it look and taste good on the outside, but it has a sweet inner substance that makes it even better.

This is the substance that Christ brings to our lives.  The scripture says “Taste AND See that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8).”  At the end of the day, what will your testimony be?  Will it be a “TESTI-PHONY” or a REAL Testimony?
Go to the clip of the new JAY Z song “New York” where he claims “Jesus can’t save her?”

Discussion Points:  
· For JAY Z to make this statement in this song, what does it tell us about his beliefs in God?
· Does his lyrics line up with scripture?
· “These streets will make you feel brand new, the lights will inspire you”—“Thou shall have no other god before me.”
· If the streets are so inspiring, then why does he say in the same song—“Cities is a pity half of y’all won’t make it”
· If Jesus payin LeBron, I’m paying Dwayne Wade—“Pride goeth before destruction.”  
· “Hail Mary to the city you’re a Virgin, and Jesus can’t save you life starts when the church ends.”  John 4:1-42 where Jesus saves the woman at the well; verse 39 and many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified
· In your opinion, is JAY Z a Regular Donut or an Apple Filled Donut?
· What about us?  Do we have real substance or we just a regular donut with a hole in the middle?  Do we worship God on Sunday no matter what the song is or do we just participate when its our favorite number?
· Do we possess enough substance to withstand temptations or do we fall every time because we’re empty inside?
· God tempts us with different situations to see where our heart is.  TRUE OR FALSE (and explain why)
KEY SCRIPTURES/LESSON POINTS:

1. James 1:13-14  Let no one say when he it tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is DRAWN AWAY by his OWN DESIRES and ENTICED!!  In other words, when the devil can SEPARATE YOU from those individuals, resources, parents, mentors, the Word, etc. that help keep you in line, then he can really begin to ENTICE YOU (tempt, lead you to what your FLESH desires, lust after).  When he can draw you away by yourself, your guards begin to come down and he can begin to work on you.
2. We must understand that when temptation comes, the devil has set up a precise plan to bring us down as we will read in the following passage
3. Study of Genesis 25:29-34 and Genesis Chapter 27
a. Esau doesn’t understand the real VALUE of his birth right and all that it entitles him to 
b. To satisfy a temporary hunger (of his flesh), he decides to GIVE UP an ETERNAL TREASURE
c. Like Esau, there are times our flesh CRAVES to go after a particular temptation; when we give in to that temptation, that craving becomes SIN; 
d. Yielding to the flesh does have its consequences as Esau find out the hard way.  He gave up something that he would never be able to get back—his birth right (as the first born) and all the blessings that came with it
e. As a Christian, think about all the blessings from God you are entitled to—salvation, eternal life, inner peace, prosperity in your health, relationships and finances, an inner joy that only you can understand.  Are you willing to give all that up for the consequences of a sinful lifestyle??—Depression, guilt, shame, possible embarrassment, delay or forfeit of blessings that were on the way, sicknesses, possible diseases, etc.  
f. We all make mistakes; problem is, sometimes ONE mistake can cost you more than you expected!
ANNOUNCEMENTS—December 2, 2010
1. Welcome new students to Crossfire

2. Collect for Emmanuel

3. New Crossfire Web Page (www.thecrossfire.org )and Facebook Page (Crossfire HAEC)—Join as a fan to receive updates about events

4. Kickback Sunday—December 13th!!!!!!

5. Young Ladies Fellowship—Saturday, January 2nd 

6. Happy Birthday Kenyatta and other December Birthdays!!!

